
Welcome! 
Welcome along to the Summer Edition of your new look newsletter! 

Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those who have 
taken the time to give feedback on the Spring Newsletter - it was very 
much appreciated.  Thanks must also go to all who have contributed to 
both the previous edition and this one!  Remember, if you feel that there is 
something in particular which you would like to see, please speak to me or 
contact me at: 

holytownpsnewsletter@gmail.com 

If you are lucky enough to be going on holiday this summer, have a 
fantastic time.  For those of us visiting ‘Hameldaeme’, long may the 
beautiful sunshine we are currently enjoying last!   

I hope you’ll find this newsletter an interesting read. 

Lucy  
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Basics Food Bank 
Find out more 
about the food 

bank our Church 
supports.   

Children’s Corner 
A little space for the 
little members of the 

congregation!

Thank You  
“In a world where you 
can be anything, be 

kind”.



A Note from the Minister… 
Have you noticed recently how many cars are being produced without indicators? 

It seems to me that no matter where you are driving today cars are pulling out in front of you 
without indicating; cars are going around roundabouts without indicating either when they come 
on to the roundabout or when they are leaving the roundabout; on motorways cars change lane 
and you have to adjust your driving because they never indicate; cars are turning left and right 
and you would never know because they never indicate; even in car parks cars just seem to drive 
into a space without indicating and you as the pedestrian have to just stand there stationary and 
watch as you wait to see, or guess, just where they are going.  

So the assumption must be that the manufacturers are producing cars with no indicators! 

I have to say I used to love driving and always chose to drive if we were travelling long distances 
as a family but now it seems you have to second guess everything on the road and try to 
magically work out where all the cars you meet are going to go and believe me they always 
surprise you!!  

Of course, you and I know it is not the cars which have no indicators but rather the people driving 
them who fail to use the indicators they have been provided with properly. 

I am sure they do all know where they are going but wouldn’t it be good if they could just let other 
road users know this too! 

I was reflecting on this recently after yet another incident of someone not indicating as they pulled 
out in front of me on motorway causing me to brake suddenly, and thinking that we as Christians 
are sometimes a bit like those car users who will not use their indicators. 

With our faith in the risen Christ we all believe that we know where we are going and so we try to 
steer a clear path through life always trying to keep to our beliefs, knowing one day we will be 
with Christ.  

However, does our life actually indicate 
that to other people?  

Would people know from our actions 
and the way we live our lives life that 
this is what we believe and that we do 
truly know where we are going? 

God has gifted us abundantly and 
each with different gifts and talents - so 
there is available to us so many ways 
that we can indicate to others our 
belief in Christ and our understanding 
of where we are going. 
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However, are we using those indicators we have been provided with properly – would people 
know from us when they see us, or speak with us, or from our actions that we are followers of 
Jesus on a path to him or would they have to magically try and work out or guess what we are all 
about and where we are going? 

The Highway Code says you should use your indicators and if they are not working then you need 
to roll down your window and do it the old fashioned way by sticking your hand out the window. 

The Gospels are our Code for life and Jesus gave us so many ways to indicate to others just what 
we are all about as Christians – and God gave us all the gifts to do just that – so let’s not be like 
those people who can’t be bothered to use their indicators – let’s use what we have been given 
and show others the way! 

Blessings 
Caryl  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

You are invited to share in Communion  

on Sunday 4th June 2017, 

Holytown Parish Church at 10am 

�  
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Spring Fayre - Saturday 13th May 2017 
The Spring Fayre took place on Saturday 13th May and it was a great success!  Despite the rainy 
weather, everyone carried on and didn’t allow it to dampen their spirits.  It was lovely to see so 
many people of all ages enjoying the fayre, and in particular the home baking!   

A lot of work goes into organising the Spring Fayre and ensuring it runs so smoothly.  Isa 
Hinshelwood has asked me to include the following; 

“I would like to thank everyone who was involved with the Spring Fayre this year;  our minister 
Caryl, Councillor Coyle, the Committee, the Treasurer Syd, Linda for all her help, the stall holders, 
Bill for taking photos, Netta and Syd for providing the goal posts, all who donated cash, and all 
who donated goods to be sold at the stalls.   

A special thanks goes to the ladies in the Tea Room as it is a hard shift but everyone appreciates 
the tea and home baking.  Also, thanks to all the bakers - we had plenty of baking this year!   

Thanks to all those who came along and supported the fair and a gold star goes to Christine Bell 
for selling ninety quiz sheets!” 

At the time of writing this, the total sum raised is £2,745.68 - a fantastic amount! 

The Guild 
Christine Duns 

On Wednesday 26th April the Guild had a lovely evening out to celebrate the end of the session.   

We went to Harty's, Chapelhall for a meal before setting out to Motherwell Civic.  There we were 
entertained by The Easter Egg Club who  performed ‘Celebrate Good Times’ - a brand new 
musical revue celebrating 70 years since the Easter Egg Club began.  

The show featured a wonderful selection of music from a variety of well known artists including The 
Jersey Boys, One Direction, Queen, Adele and Michael Jackson, as well as songs from musicals 
such as Mama Mia and Les Miserables. 

The set was stunning and the costumes fabulous!  A lot of hard work is put into the show and there 
were a few sketches and laughs too, all performed by a very talented cast.  There was a guest 
spot where pupils from Dalziel High School also sang and they were amazing.  Live entertainment 
and singing is always enjoyed and we certainly had a great time. 

The Guild begins again in October and I will keep you posted with what is 
happening. 

All are welcome, please think about it and come along  -  it would be nice to see 
you. 
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1st Holytown Boys Brigade 
Glen Baillie & Kenny Bell 

1st Holytown Boys Brigade held their annual awards ceremony on Monday 8th May 2017.  The 
boys have been hard at work for the past year and the award winners can be found below - well 
done boys! 

Anchor Boy promotion to Junior Section 

Logan McKean 
Findlay Leggat 
Spencer Craig 

Junior Section promotion to Company Section 

Leo Law 
Billy Gilliland 

Endeavour Cup for hard work throughout the year 

Ben Stacey 

Bible for excellence in Bible Knowledge 

Lucas McKenzie 

William Gardner trophy for Bible Knowledge 

Billy Gilliland 

Calderwood Trophy for best boy 

Isaac Gardner 

Company Section Awards 

Best Recruit 

Lewis Woodlock 

David Brownlie award for Bible Knowledge 

Lewis Woodlock 

                                  D.I Paterson award for best boy 

                                  Jack Stacey 
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Some of the boys completed our sponsored walk after being washed out on the previous 
Saturday!  Thanks to all the boys - the total raised was £435 which will be split between the RNLI 
and the Church of Scotland ‘Build a House’ appeal.  (Further information can on the ‘Build a 
House’ appeal can be found on the Church of Scotland website).  Some of the boys can also be 
seen below, having competed in a ‘Six A Side’ football competition at the Ravenscraig Sports 
Centre on 26th February 2017.   
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OVER TO YOU! 
What would you like to see in this newsletter?  Do you have something to share with the           
congregation that you would like to include in the next edition?  Please speak to me if you have 
any queries - after all, this is your newsletter. 

The deadline for the Autumn Edition of the newsletter is Wednesday 10th August 2017. 



1st Holytown Girls Brigade 
On Wednesday 3rd May 2017 1st Holytown Girls Brigade held 
their annual awards evening in the church hall, where all the girls 
received the badges they had worked hard for all session.  The 
Explorers and Junior 1 sang ‘This little light as mine’ and the Junior 
2 and Brigaders sections told us what they had been doing for 
their badge work.   

On Sunday 7th May the whole company went to DinoM8 in 
Chapelhall for a fun afternoon. The younger girls enjoyed the soft 
play area with its large chutes and dark tunnels and the older girls 
were upstairs in Gravit8 bouncing on the trampolines.  They then 
all came together in the party rooms to enjoy chicken nuggets, 
pizza and hotdogs.   
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The Greatest 
Man in 
History 

The greatest man in 
history is Jesus.   

He had no servants yet 
they called him Master. 

He had no degree yet 
they called him Teacher.   

He had no medicines or 
drugs yet they called 
Him Healer.   

He had no army yet 
kings feared Him.   

He won no mil i tar y 
b a t t l e s y e t H e 
conquered the world.   

He committed no crime 
yet they crucified Him.   

He was buried in a tomb 
yet he lives today.   

Ha l l e l u j ah , wha t a 
Saviour! 

—————————————————
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Every good and perfect 
g i f t i s f rom above, 
coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not 
change l ike shif t ing 
shadows.  

- James 1:17 -



Social Committee  / Friends of Holytown 
May McNeill 

You will see from our funds that we have been making some progress on our fundraising and we 
thank you for your support.   We are continuing our efforts with the Smartie tubes.  Please feel 
free to uplift your Smartie tube(s) from the vestibule of the Church and return it when you can.  

The total amount raised to date is  £2,790.00. 

At the end of December 2016 we had £2,420.00. 

In February we received £90.00, March £81.00, April £120.00, and May (to date) £79.00. 

General Assembly   
David Paterson 

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland meets each year, this year taking place in 
Edinburgh from 20th - 26th May 2017.   

You may be interested to know that the first General Assembly was held in December 1560, which 
was the year of the Scottish Reformation and which marks the beginning of the Church of Scotland 
as we now know it. The Church of Scotland (the Kirk) is not State-controlled, and neither the 
Scottish nor the Westminster Parliaments are involved in Kirk appointments. The Kirk’s status as the 
national Church in Scotland dates from 1690, when Parliament restored Scottish Presbyterianism, 
and is guaranteed under the Act of Union of Scotland and England of 1707. The Church of 
Scotland has an obligation to provide the ordinances of religion to every corner of Scotland. In 
matters of doctrine, government, discipline and worship, the Church of Scotland is free of State 
interference, operating under a constitution largely contained in the Articles Declaratory which 
were recognised by Parliament in 1921. 

The General Assembly has the authority to make laws determining how The Church of Scotland 
operates. It is also the highest court of the Church in which cases can be heard in matters of 
litigation. The other courts in the Church are the Kirk Session (in each congregation) and the 
Presbytery (which oversees the church at a regional level). We are part of Hamilton Presbytery 
which stretches from Drumclog to Kirk O’Shotts and takes in the major towns of Hamilton, 
Motherwell, Wishaw, Airdrie, Coatbridge and East Kilbride, with all the smaller towns and villages 
in the surrounding area. Every minister and at least one elder from each congregation make up 
the Presbytery. 

Due to the number of congregations, each is invited to send Commissioners every four or five 
years. If there are any major changes to church law being proposed, the Assembly must send 
them down to Presbyteries so that any decision is more locally based. 
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http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/church_law/church_constitution


Thank You! 
* Betty Reid would like to say thank you for the lovely flowers and cards 

she received from her friends in the Church following the death of her 
sister, Margaret. 

* Mrs Sarah Swann would like to say thank you for the lovely flowers 
she received from the church.  

(If you have a message of thanks you would like to share with the 
congregation, please let me know and I can include it in a future 
edition).    

Retirement 
Anonymous  

I’ve now been ‘enjoying’ retirement for about six months.  The definition of retirement is as follows: 
‘the action or fact of leaving one's job and ceasing to work’.  At best, I would say the first part of 
this definition is accurate.  You don’t cease to work.  You may cease going to work but you don’t 
cease working.  Work now finds you.   

People around you ask you to do things they have never previously asked you to do.  This 
invariably can be work that you’ve not done before but a good result is always expected.  I don’t 
know one end of a spanner from the other but I am now expected to deploy tools such as this in 
an effective manner (from where does this logic emanate?).  On top of this, I don’t think my car’s 
engine has had a proper chance to cool down since I finished up.  It used to sit happily in a 
Motherwell car park all day – not any more!!!!  I used to check I had some money and my phone 
with me before heading to work but now when I leave the house I have an additional item to 
check, that being my Westie, Angus.  Since finishing work, I can’t turn without him being under my 
feet,  It used to be just walks he would join me on but now he even accompanies me to Tesco and 
my frequent visits at various times of the day to local train stations.   

I’ve attended a pre-retirement course and none of this was mentioned.  They don’t tell you that you 
are also expected to have the same skills as Gordon Ramsey (without the expletives).  My diary 
used to have the occasional entry but now there is more ink than space on each page.  No 
warnings were given for any of this or babysitting availability.  I now have a new item on my 
bucket list and that is to wake up some day and not have anything on my ‘to-do list’.  It may just 
be more realistic to hope for a lottery win (and I don’t even buy a ticket).  Any other ‘retirees’ I 
have spoken to agree with my summation i.e. ‘There’s no anuff oors in the day’!  I realise this 
article is not really ‘Church related’ but the Church family can be a good place to seek advice.  All 
I am saying is this:  if you get an opportunity to retire, by all means attend the pre-retirement 
courses that are offered but before signing anything, speak to some of us retirees first! 
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Basics Food Bank 
Robert Ferguson 

Basics Food Bank (North Lanarkshire) have again expressed 
their gratitude for the continued support of Holytown and 
Wrangholm congregations.   

For over four years now both churches have donated their 
weekly Sunday food bank collections of non-perishable food 
to Basics.  These collections amount to over two tonnes of 
food each year!  This figure does not include additional 
donations received from the Harvest Thanksgiving service or 
financial donations.   

Basics Foodbank (North Lanarkshire) is a Christian charity 
operating outlets in four churches in Airdrie, Motherwell, 
Wishaw and Viewpark.  Free Christian literature is offered 
with each food parcel given out.   

Anyone using the food bank has been referred by an 
agency e.g. Women’s Aid, Citizens Advice, Social Work, 
homeless units, housing or medical staff etc.  People cannot 
access the food bank without first being referred.   

People use the food bank for various reasons; it could be 
due to a drop or loss of wages; loss of health or home; loss 
of partner or family member.  Some may have had a change 
to their benefits or a delay in access to their entitlements.  All 
have different stories and needs but all are grateful for the 
help and support they receive from you.   

On a personal note, may I say as a volunteer for the food 
bank, I am so proud to be a member of the Church 
community, and indeed of the wider local community, who 
are caring enough to help their neighbours who need that 
short term support to help them through a crisis time in their 
lives.   

Anyone wishing further information can contact David Shaw, 
Manager, at basicsfood@hotmail.com or have a chat with 
me.   

(Items required include; tinned meat, tinned potatoes, tinned 
fruit, tinned tomatoes, tinned hotdogs, long grain rice, tinned 
mixed vegetables and small jars of coffee).  

 10

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2017 EDITION

Sunday Readers 
2nd July	     David Shaw 
9th July	     Margaret Milne 
16th July	     Jim Smith 
23rd July	     Kirsty Shaw 
30th July	     Paula Spiers 

6th August	      Christine Bell 
13th August	      Glen Baillie 
20th August       Betty Reid 
27th August	      Graham Kyle 

3rd September   Ian Houston 
10th September  Kirsty Shaw 
17th September  Margaret Milne 
24th September  David Shaw 

______________________________ 

Rambling Group 

Would you be interested in 
joining a Rambling Group?  We 
are thinking of starting a walking 
group within the church and are 
keen to hear your thoughts.  If  
you are interested and would like 
more information, please give 
your name to Bill Jenkins or Glen 
Baillie. 

mailto:basicsfood@hotmail.com


Eulogy of Sonia Todd 
Anonymous  
I’ve included the following article I saw on social media and thought it was worth sharing.  I’ve 
attended so many funerals where I’ve heard about what schools the person attended, where they 
went on to work and what some of their interests were and to be honest, all this information I had 
been provided with left me as soon as the service was over.  I’ve conveyed my thoughts to those 
closest to me as to what I would like and it’s along these lines.  There will be quite a few attending 
that never see the inside of a Church unless it’s a wedding, baptism or funeral so make sure they 
hear the gospel preached and make every hymn ‘How deep the Father’s Love’ and hope it gets 
through to at least one of them.  I would like to think this approach would make the occasion a 
little more memorable than the former approach.  The approach taken by the woman in the 
following story left a little mark on me and that is my reason for wanting to share it with you.  I 
don’t know Sonia Todd but I think if I had known her, I would have liked and respected her a great 
deal. 

———- 

Sonia Todd was a mother of two young children. When she was only 38 years old she passed 
away after a terrible battle with cancer. As her death became inevitable she decided that she 
would write her own eulogy. She explained that people usually have depressing eulogies or are 
over praised. So she would write it herself… 

‘My name is Sonia Todd, and I died of cancer at the age of 38. I decided to write my own 
obituary because they are usually written in a couple of different ways that I just don’t care for. 
Either, family or friends gather together, and list every minor accomplishment from cradle to grave 
in a timeline format, or they try and create one poetic last stanza about someone’s life that is so 
glowing one would think the deceased had been the living embodiment of a deity. 

I don’t like the timeline format because, let’s face it, I never really accomplished anything of note 
other than giving birth to my two wonderful, lovable, witty and amazing sons (James and Jason), 
marrying my gracious, understanding and precious husband (Brian), and accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my personal saviour – I have done very little, none of which requires obituary space.’ 

Her candour is amazing as she explains what she feels in noteworthy in her life. She then explains 
her role in the world. 

‘The truth, or my version of it, is this: I just tried to do the best I could. Sometimes I succeeded, 
most of the time I failed, but I tried. For all of my crazy comments, jokes and complaints, I really 
did love people. The only thing that separates me from anyone else is the type of sin each of us 
participated in. I didn’t always do the right thing or say the right thing and when you come to the 
end of your life those are the things you really regret, the small simple things that hurt other 
people.’ 

As she explains why she is at peace she mixes humour with some really beautiful logic. 

‘Besides there are some benefits to dying youngish, for example, I still owe on my student loans 
and the jokes on them cos I’m not paying them. Plus, I am no longer afraid of serial killers, 
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telemarketers or the IRS. I don’t have to worry about 
wrinkles or the ozone layer and/or hide from the 
news during election season. 

Some folks told me that writing my own obituary was 
morbid, but I think it is great because I get a chance 
to say thank you to all the people who helped me 
along the way. Those who loved me, assisted me, 
cared for me, laughed with me and taught me things 
so that I could have a wonderful, happy life. I was 
blessed beyond measure by knowing all of you. That 
is what made my life worthwhile.’ 

She finished with a list. Here is what she wants you 
to do in her honour. 

‘If you think of me, and would like to do something 
in honour of my memory do this: 

– Volunteer at a school, church or library. 

– Write a letter to someone and tell them how they 
have had a positive effect on your life. 

– If you smoke – quit. 

– If you drink and drive – stop. 

– Turn off the electronics and take a kid out for an 
ice cream and talk to them about their hopes and 
dreams. 

– Forgive someone who doesn’t deserve it. 

– Stop at all charity-stands run by kids and brag 
about their product. 

– Make someone smile today if it is in your power to 
do so.’  
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23rd Psalm:  

Shepherd’s Version 
Submitted by David Paterson 

Wha is my Shepherd, weel I ken, 
The Lord Himsel’ is He; 
He leads me whaur the girse is green, 
An’ burnies quaet that be. 
  
Aft times I fain astray wad gang, 
An’ wann’r far awa’; 
He fin’s me oot, He pits me richt, 
An’ brings me hame an’ a’. 
  
Tho’ I pass through the gruesome cleugh, 
Fin’ I ken He is near; 
His muckle crook will me defen’, 
Sae I hae nocht to fear. 
  
Ilk comfort whilk a sheep could need, 
His thoctfu’ care provides; 
Tho’ wolves an’ dogs may prowl aboot, 
In safety me He hides. 
  
His guidness an’ His mercy baith, 
Nae doot will bide wi’ me: 
While faulded on the fields o’ time, 
Or o’ eternity. 
  
Author unknown 



Back In The Day 
Bill Jenkins 

According to today’s bureaucrats, those of us who were children in the 50’s and 60’s probably shouldn’t 
have survived because; 

Our baby cots were covered with brightly coloured lead-based paint which was promptly chewed and 
licked. 

We had no childproof  lids on medicine bottles or latches on doors or cabinets and it was fine to play with 
pans. 

When we rode our bikes we wore no helmets just flip flops and fluorescent “clackers”   on our wheels 
(commonly known as spokey-dokeys) 

As children we would ride in cars with no seat belts or air bags and riding in the passenger seat was a 
treat. 

We drank water from the garden hose and not from a bottle, and it tasted the same. 

We ate chips, bread and butter pudding and drank fizzy drinks with sugar added but we were never 
overweight because we were always outside playing. 

We shared one drink with four friends from one bottle or can and no one died from this. 

We would spend hours building go-carts out of scraps and then went top speed down the hill only to find 
out we forgot the brakes.  After running into stinging nettles a few times we learned to solve the problem. 

We did not have Play stations or X-Boxes, no video games at all. 

No countless channels on T.V. no DVD movies, no surround sound, no mobile phones, no personal 
computers and no internet chat rooms. 

We had friends, we went outside and found them. 

We played elastics and street rounders, and sometimes that ball really hurt. 

We fell out of trees, got cut, broken bones but there were no lawsuits. 

We had full on fist fights but no prosecution followed from other parents. 

We played knock door run fast, and were afraid of the owners catching us. 

We walked to friend’s homes.   We also walked to school, we didn’t rely on mum or dad driving us there 
which was just round the corner. 

We made up games with sticks and tennis balls. 

We rode bikes in packs of 7 and wore our jackets by only the hood. 

We had freedom, failure, success and responsibility and we learned how to deal with it all. 

(source unknown) 
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10 Little Church Men  
David Shaw 

Ten little churchmen went to church when fine 
But it started raining, then there were nine. 
Nine little churchmen stayed up late, 
One overslept himself, then there were eight. 

Eight little churchmen on the road to heaven, 
One joined the rambling club, then there were seven. 
Seven little churchmen heard of Sunday flicks, 
One thought he’d like to go then there were six. 

Six little churchmen kept the place alive, 
One bought a television, then there were five. 
Five little churchmen loyal to the core, 
The minister upset one of them, then there were four. 

Four little churchmen argued heatedly over bees, 
They fell out over them, then there were three. 
Three little churchmen, sang the service through, 
Got a hymn they didn’t know, then there were two. 

Two little churchmen disputed who should run 
The next social evening, then there was one. 
One faithful churchmen, knowing what do, 
Got a friend to go to church, then there were two. 

Two sincere churchmen each brought in one more, 
So their number doubled, then there were four. 
Four sturdy churchmen simply couldn’t wait 
Till they found four others, so there were eight. 

Eight eager churchmen at worship every week, 
Soon encouraged others, troubled souls to seek. 
All the seats in church are filled, not a vacant pew. 
O God supply this grace and zeal in our own parish too. 

(Taken from ‘How to Spell Presbyterian’ by James W Angell) 
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Changes to the Curriculum for Excellence 
David Paterson  
The recent guidelines issued by the Scottish Government around the provision of Religious 
Observance in schools as you will understand, is always a hotly contested matter. However the 
guidance issued in March 2017 while making some amendments states quite clearly that: 

“The Education (Scotland) Act 1980 (“the 1980 Act”) continues to provide the statutory basis for 
local authorities to provide Religious Observance (RO) in Scottish schools.“ 

Over the last few years RO has changed beyond all recognition. The traditional form of Assembly 
(as many of you will remember, probably not with fondness) of the whole school meeting for a 
mini act of worship has long since ceased, apart from the three end of terms Assemblies in Church 
(Christmas , Easter and Summer). Even then these often take a different form fromm the 
‘traditional’. 

Since RO has changed over the years, it is useful to be aware that the Scottish Government defines 
Religious Observance as: 

“Community acts which aim to promote the spiritual development of all members 
of the school’s community and express and celebrate the shared values of 

the school community”. 

The new guidance note is five pages long and would suggest that if RO in schools is of  interest to 
you that you read the whole document. However, below are some bullet points which I hope 
summarise most of the issues covered… 

·         It repeats that “Time for Reflection” may be a better term than RO. 

·	 There is an increased emphasis on “whole school activity” which includes parents and 
	 representatives of faith and non-faith communities. 

·	 RO is seen as having an important part to play in the development of the learner’s four 
	 capacities: a successful learner, confident individual, responsible citizen and an effective 
	 contributor. 

·         It is still encouraged to draw on rich resources of our Christian heritage. 

·	 The Scottish Government values the important and varied contributions that chaplains and 
	 other representatives of faith/belief or non-faith groups can make to the life of a school, 
	 through involvement in RO as well as sometimes in acts of worship, religious and moral 
	 education and a broader pastoral role. 

·        There is encouragement to consider non-faith leaders for delivering RO as well as chaplains. 
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· There is a change of frequency of RO from 6 times a year to 
“several times”, in addition to 	 traditional celebrations. 

·  There is an increased emphasis on schools explaining to 
parents the rationale for RO and 	 the arrangements to 
withdraw their child. However, the Scottish Government 
considers that 	 RO complements other aspects of a 
pupil’s learning and is an important contribution to 	 p u p i l s ’ 
development. 

·  Although children do not have the right to withdraw 
themselves, they should be included in 	discussions about RO 
provision, in line with the Children & Young People Act 2014. 

· When members of a non-denominational school community 
wish to have opportunities for   	 organised acts of worship, 
headteachers should consider these requests positively and 
make 	suitable arrangements if possible. Such events may be 
distinct, although it is likely that they 	 w i l l b e 
complementary to the school’s provision of RO. 

  

There are several other (older) documents that set out the 
how’s and why’s of RO, all of which can be found on-line. It 
is however interesting to note that a chaplain is involved in 
the life of a school at the invitation of the Headteacher – 
ministers do not have an automatic right of chaplaincy. 

I hope the above has been of interest and helped to give a 
little insight into RO in schools. 

Research 
One of the ministers in Presbytery, the Rev Shaw Paterson 
from Strathaven, has a long standing interest in offering 
appropriate support following miscarriage. He is currently 
undertaking research (based at the University of Glasgow) 
into how ministers might better support those who have 
experienced early miscarriage. If you have experienced a 
miscarriage (before the 20 week stage and at least ten years 
ago) and would be prepared to talk with him please get in 
touch. Shaw will happily provide more information and will 
treat any conversations in confidence. Should you wish to 
take part in his research, it will involve an interview of 
approximately one hour at a venue and time of your choice. 
His contact details are: Tel 01357 520019 or e-mail 
s.paterson195@btinternet .com 
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Flower List 
Thank you to those who have 
already provided flowers to 
decorate the church so far 
this year.  There are still a 
few vacant Sundays 
available should anyone wish 
to place flowers in the 
Church.   

—- 

June 4th	 B Houston 

June 11th	 A Smith 

June 18th	 A Ferguson 

June 25th	 B Meechan 

July 2nd	 D Paterson 

July 9th	 E Woodlock 

July 16th	 C Menzies 

July 23rd	 N McPherson 

July 30th	 C Davidson 

August church services will 

be held in Wrangholm.   

mailto:s.paterson195@btinternet


Parish Register 
Funerals 

2017 

February 
Alexander White 

March 
Margaret Mitchell 

	 	 	 	 	  April 
Stuart Carnegie  

May 
John Richardson 

Archibald Wotherspoon 

	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	  

Baptisms 
2017 

April 
Neive Jenna Biggam 

Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day. 

Unseen, unheard, but always near, 
still loved, still missed, and very dear.  
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Financial Statement 
Financial statement as at 30/04/17 
General Income 
	 	 	 	     	 2017	 	    2016 
Freewill offering 		       	 	 5,734.00	    6,689.07 
Plate	 	 	 	       	 1,834.10	    1,756.33 
Standing Orders		       	 	 3,475.00	    2,260.00	  
Hall lets		 	      	 	 1,245.00	       972.00 
Funerals		 	        	 	    440.00                  630.00 
Donations	 	                   	 1,673.10	     1,068.80 
Magazines	           	 	         	    130.00	        110.00 
Day of Giving	 	                    	    765.00	     1,055.50 
Church Fayre	 	 	             	       0.00	     3,284.55 
Gift Aid		     	    	 	        0.00	     7,201.53 
Total General income                 £15,296.20	  £25,027.78 

Fabric Fund	 	 	      	  £297.20	        £203.48 

Total Income                               £15,593.40          £25,231.26 

General Expenditure 
	 	 	 	           	  2017	 	       2016 
Ministries & Mission	 	       	  9,158.10	       9,214.50 
Presbytery dues	 	          	 	    741.00	         752.00 
Insurance	 	 	        	 1,424.52	       1,556.72 
Minister's expenses	 	                 302.76	          284.95 
Pulpit supply	 	 	          	    140.00	              0.00 
Electricity 	 	 	       	    552.00	           515.57 
Gas	 	 	 	                 876.13	        1,979.92 
Telephone	 	 	                 218.64	           183.01 
Broadband	 	 	                 278.16	           253.20 
Council Tax	 	 	                 323.19	           317.80 
Organist/Church officer fees          	    420.00	           610.00 
Organ Maintenance	 	          	    156.00	 	  0.00 
Garden/Grounds Maintenance                     600.00	 	  0.00 
Paper/Toner	 	 	         	    234.19	 	  0.00 
Life & Work Magazines	         	 	    136.50	            120.12 
Baptism Certificates	                    	      13.18	               0.00 
Church Bus	 	 	 	        0.00	         1,100.00 
Charities	 	 	 	        0.00	            200.00 
Amazonia	 	 	                 101.50	                0.00	  
Spill the Beans literature	         	 	      24.00	               20.00 
Total General expenditure           £15,699.87	     £17,107.79 

Fabric Fund 
Floor covering for Manse	        	 	    387.13	 	    0.00 
Floodlight	 	 	                 126.01	 	    0.00 
Toilet lock	                         	 	      48.66	 	    0.00 
Fire extinguisher service	         	 	    112.80	             130.56 
Roof repair	 	 	 	       0.00	             125.00 
Total  Fabric expenditure              £674.60	           £255.56 

Total Expenditure            £16,374.47      £17,363.35 
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What’s On 
I have been overwhelmed with the amount of events that are coming up.  Rather than scattering 
them around the newsletter, please find them all in this ‘What’s On’ section.   

 

You may recall in the February edition  we advertised The Church of Scotland’s Heart and Soul 
event.  This takes place in Princess Street Gardens, Edinburgh on Sunday 21st May.  We are 
encouraged that many of our church families in Holytown and Wrangholm have decided to join us 
at this event.  

Our minister will host a joint service at Holytown Church that day and after morning worship and 
our kitchen manager has agreed to hold the affectionately named ‘Sausage Sunday’  (breakfast 
rolls, tea/coffee, scones/pancakes) to sustain us for the day ahead.   

We hope to report on this in the next edition of the magazine. 

Praise Gathering 2017 

‘Lift High in the Name of Jesus’ 

A ticket sheet is available at the entrance vestibule for those interested in attending this wonderful 
event which takes place on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th  June 2017 at 7.30 pm, 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. (Prices range between £15-£20 per head).   

At the time of writing the choir numbers 340 singers from over 130 churches and I guarantee you 
will feel God’s presence with us.  

Annie! 
Shine Youth Music Theatre present an all-new, high energy production of the smash-hit musical, 
Annie!  The production takes place between 12th-16th September 2017 at the Motherwell Concert 
Hall - we hope to secure tickets for Friday 15th September.   

Set in 1930s New York during the Great Depression, brave young Annie is forced to live a life of 
misery at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage.  Her luck soon changes when she’s chosen to spend a 
fairytale Christmas with a famous billionaire, Oliver Warbucks.  Meanwhile, spiteful Miss 
Hannigan has other ideas and hatches a plan to spoil Annie’s search for her true family…. 
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With an incredible cast of 130 children and young people, the world’s favourite family musical 
comes to Motherwell Concert Hall.  Featuring spectacular sets and costumes and an award-
winning book and score, including the unforgettable songs IT’S A HARD KNOCK LIFE, EASY 
STREET and TOMORROW – this is a show not to be missed! 

Anyone wishing tickets should  add their name to the Annie ticket sheet at the entrance vestibule. 

Pastoral Care Conference 
This year’s Pastoral Care Conference takes place on Saturday 24th June 2017 from 9:30am oil 
4pm and is centred on the theme of, “Exploring Pastoral Care - Why? What? and How?”  Taking 
place in the Vine Conference Centre in Dunfermline, tickets cost £15pp.  Please note that booking 
closes on 4th June 2017.   

The ‘Learn: Pastoral Care Conference 2017' with the theme of ‘Why? What? & How?' aims to 
enthuse and inspire local congregations with a vision of pastoral care. This event will cover the 
overall issues of pastoral care in an introductory level for local congregations in the Church of 
Scotland and provide practical ideas for effective pastoral care in their churches and communities. 

For further information and to book your tickets, please visit: 

https://www.resourcingmission.org.uk/events/pastoral-care-conference-2017 or speak to Stewart 
McNeil.   

The Big Sing 
The next Big Sing event has been organised for Sunday 25th June 2017 at 6.30pm in Bellshill 
Central.   

This Big Sing supports a very worthwhile charity - Toilet Twinning.     ‘Toilet Twinning’ is described 
as a “simply, quirky way to solve a serious problem and save lives”.  Donations go towards 
‘twinning’ your loo with another half way round the world, in turn providing clean water, basic 
sanitation, and hygiene education.   

Entry is once again free but an offering will be taken and also opportunities to donate before and 
after.   We hope to have a speaker from the charity to share with us news of their work.  The best 
Bellshill cuppa will also be available afterwards in the hall.   

It would be great to see you and your friends join with us on the 25th for this Summer BIG Sing 
and we hope you'll bring a plus one with you to boost the numbers further. 
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Grasping the Nettle 
Grasping the Nettle was formed as a national and interdenominational initiative in 2015.  It arose 
as a response to the growing assertions and assumptions of our wider society that only science 
provides any reliable window on reality and consequently leaves no space for God. 

Grasping the Nettle aims to build confidence in the Church about the rational basis of belief in a 
creator - and challenges the view that Christian faith is merely based on wishful thinking.   

“What a Wonderful World” is an exciting new event being held on Friday 16th June 2017.  It is 
hoped to be an informative and entertaining evening of film, music, drama and conversation with 
programme guests, highlighting the astonishing reality of who, what and where we are.   

If you are interested in finding out more about this event, you can see further details in the advert 
towards the end of the newsletter.   

Online Resources 
The Congregational Learning Team working for the Mission and Discipleship Council of the Church 
of Scotland have launched and updated their online resources pages: 
  
1. Office Bearers Online Resources page (www.churchofscotland.org.uk/officebearers) 
  
This much sought after resources page covers the sheer scope of being office bearers in the 
Church of Scotland. Consisting of three main sections (‘Formation of the Kirk’, ‘Governance of the 
Kirk’ and ‘Practice in the Kirk’) and twenty two sub-sections, this page provides both theoretical, 
historical and practical information and extensive links for further exploration. Please do visit and 
explore the page. 
  
2. Children and Youth Online Resources (www.churchofscotland/childrenandyouth) 
  
Another long waited and much sought after resources page is finally live, offering lots of 
information, resources and ideas for shaping our churches ministry with children and youth. This 
page is thoughtfully sectioned for Leaders, Church, Community, Young Adults and Events. It will 
signpost to resources and information, develop learning and equip with skills those working with 
children and youth. Do have a look and share with others who might be interested. 
  
3. Learn Online (www.churchofscotland/learn) 
  
The Congregational Learning Team is developing more online content. Check our new Resources 
pages in Learn Online by clicking through the cover cards. We also have new pages about the 
Learning Disability Working Group and the Rural Working Group. Plus, you can find lots of 
helpful connections on our Facebook page Rural Churches in Scotland. 
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http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/officebearers
http://www.churchofscotland/childrenandyouth
http://www.churchofscotland/learn
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/connect/learning_disabilities
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/connect/rural_church
https://www.facebook.com/groups/churchesinruralscotland/


Children’s Corner 
This is the space for the younger members of the congregation (although I suspect a few ‘big kids’ 
might enjoy it too)…  Kids, let me know what you would like to see in this space!  
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